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the sage. The Divine Sage cognising the plight of the king
said that his misery was due to negligence. He added,
"Though you are wedded to truth and have conquered
passions; though you serve the elders and are kind to all
beings; though you are well versed in sastras and born in
a noble family, you have given up the sacred mantra and
discontinued your reverence to your mentor. I freely go
about all the worlds and I know a place which is very sacred
i.e., Dakshina Kailasa where the river Swarnamukhi flows
northwards. On its eastern bank is situated the wonderjful
town of Sri Kalahasti. A luminous Vayu Linga adorns the
place graciously showering boons on devotees. To ward off
your sins and regain your greatness, I advise you to go
there. Considering your guru and Paramasiva as one you
must meditate upon the holy mantra every day as
instructed. There you will attain relief and salvation".
The king lost no time in reaching the holy place. As
soon as he took bath in the river Swarnamukhi he regained
his original senses. He established a Siva Linga close to the
Vayulinga and meditated upon it with steadfastness. He
worshipped in this manner for eight years. Pleased with his
devotion Sri Kalahasteeswara mounted on His Nandi and
accompanied by several gods appeared before the king, on
the third day of the month of Magha, Varaguna was
overjoyed and praised the Lord in several words. The lord
said that the king was purified from the sins acquired by
the company of the Buddhists and by neglecting his guru.
The king requested the Lord to give him darshan every day
in his dreams, to grant salvation after his death and to name
the town after him. Siva granted the boons and disappeared.
Thereafter SriKalahasti acquired the name of
Varagunapura. After discarding his mortal coil, Varaguna
attained salvation assuming the very form of Paramasiva.
Chapter 84 of sthalapurana.
Maheswarevaa jagataamadheesware
Janaardanaevaa jagadantaraatmani